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 One of our Associate Priests writes 

 

Summer reading 

I wonder whether you saw the recent BBC News article entitled ‘What 

your summer reading list says about you’? Well, apparently Edgar 

Dubourg, a cognitive scientist at the École Supérieure in Paris, says that 

the books we take on holiday are ‘basically a map of your personality’. Dr 

Valerie van Mulukom, Senior Lecturer in Psychology at Oxford Brookes 

University, goes one step further to suggest that our inner anxieties 

determine which book we pick from the shelf. 

Well, I’m not sure whether I agree with either of these perspectives, but 

in the interests of transparency I thought I might share my holiday reading 

list with you! Before I share these with you, I wonder whether my 

estimation of my own reading ability might concur with yours – it seems 

to have gone down over the years. I find it much harder to remain focused 

and easily get distracted when I sit down to read a book. I wonder 

whether this is the malaise of contemporary society? It’s definitely true 

that younger people have shorter attention spans than older people. But I 

also wonder whether contemporary society is now training us 

(unconsciously) to favour shorter, punchier, pieces of information, which 

are regularly provided for us on news feeds and social media feeds? I’ll 

leave you to ponder that one. 

So, to my summer reading list. Well, I was given J C Ryle’s ‘Holiness’ and 

‘Practical Religion’ as a present. For those of you who don’t know J C Ryle 

was a famous Anglican priest who ministered in the 1880s-1900s, and was 

the first Bishop of Liverpool. I read ‘Holiness’ many years ago, but hadn’t 

come across ‘Practical Religion’ before. So I thought I might start with 

that. It’s fairly heavy going, but what struck me most is that the things 

that were hitting the Christian headlines back in the 1880s are exactly the 



4 
 

same today. J C Ryle’s basic premise is that there are too many people 

who are ‘nominal’ Christians – Christians who don’t put their faith fully 

into practice. The book is essentially a collection of essays and sermons 

that he wrote and compiled together. The chapters are long, and as was 

the case in those days, he makes multiple points to back up his basic 

thesis – even up to 11 different perspectives on the same point! As 

mentioned above I struggled to remain focused, so have dipped in and 

out of this one over the last few weeks! 

I paired ‘Practical Religion’ with a book called ‘The Great Omission’ by 

Dallas Willard. Willard was a 20th century philosopher and Christian writer 

and speaker. ‘The Great Omission’ has a much more punchy style, shorter 

chapters and is easier to read, but interestingly covers very similar ground 

to J C Ryle – the malaise of the Christian church having too many 

‘nominal’ Christians. Why is it that we struggle so much to put our faith 

fully into practice? Part of the solution that Willard suggests is to attend 

to spiritual disciplines, including silence, solitude and fasting. I’m 

beginning to grow in experience of the first two, but still find the third 

rather challenging and puzzling.  

As I was wading through both of these books, I felt the need to distract 

myself with a proper story, one that (perhaps) didn’t need so much brain 

power and concentration to read. So I picked up C S Lewis’s ‘The Great 

Divorce’ – subtitled a ‘Bus ride from Hell to Heaven’. This was a much 

easier and one that I immediately got into. I love C S Lewis’s imagination – 

he takes the reader on a fantastical journey, meeting all kinds of 

characters who one by one excuse themselves from the invitation to enter 

heaven, and instead choose to return to hell. 

I’ve now started a book recommended to me by my wife Caroline: 

‘Unruly’ by David Mitchell. Mitchell is known to me as one of the panel 

members on the TV comedy show ‘Would I lie to you?’ I don’t watch a lot 
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of TV but this show is definitely worth a look if you haven’t seen it. 

Mitchell takes a rather irreverent and amusing survey of the history of 

England’s Kings and Queens, with many digressions along the way! If you 

are at all interested in history then this is definitely worth a read! 

So, I wonder what you will think about my reading choices this summer 

holiday? I wonder what books have been on your list? As we return to 

Autumn routines I hope that you have been entertained, moved, 

encouraged by what you have read this summer – take it with you into 

the season of mellow fruitfulness. 

Joss 

A Rocha UK’s Easy Eco Tips 

 

 

 

 

 

SEPTEMBER 

The Season of Creation (1 September-4 October) is 

dedicated to God as the Creator and sustainer of all life. 

Join A Rocha UK’s Season of Creation prayer and reflection 

webinar on Wednesday 2 September to start this season 

with others. During this period of the church calendar, 

many churches celebrate Harvest, thanking God for his 

provision through the land and the food that it produces. If 

you are part of a church or community, suggest that a 

service or gathering has a Season of Creation focus. 

Prayers, worship, teaching and the offering could focus on 

creation. Could there be an activity with a creation focus 

too? Explore more Season of Creation resources at: 

arocha.org.uk/what-we-do/season-of-creation 
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WEEK 1 – SEASON OF CREATION (7 SEPTEMBER)  
 

The Season of Creation, also known as Creationtide, is an annual ecumenical 
celebration of prayer and action for creation, observed by Christians across six 
continents. This year’s theme is Living Water, rooted in Ezekiel 47:9 and 12. Pray 
for A Rocha UK’s volunteer speakers visiting churches between 1 September and 
4 October, that they will inspire and equip people to take practical action and 
speak up for creation. 
 

WEEK 2 – HARVEST AND LAND MANAGEMENT (14 SEPTEMBER) 
 

As churches celebrate harvest and thank God for the provision of food, pray for 
greater awareness of food inequality in the UK and worldwide, and of the effects 
some farming practices have on wildlife. Give thanks for farmers, including many 
A Rocha UK Partners in Action, who use or are adopting sustainable methods. 
Pray that their farms will flourish and that policy changes will support nature 
friendly farming. 
 

WEEK 3 – RIVERS AND WASTE (21 SEPTEMBER)  
 

As World Rivers Day and Recycle Week are marked, pray for the health of rivers 
and waterways, for those working to protect them, and for lost wildlife to return 
and flourish. Give thanks for those who recycle waste and develop more 
sustainable packaging alternatives. Pray that these innovations will be widely 
adopted, and for wisdom and perseverance for everyone working to protect the 
environment. 
 

WEEK 4 – CELEBRATING TEN YEARS OF ECO CHURCH! (28 SEPTEMBER) 
 

Give thanks for the commitment of thousands of Eco Churches over the past 
decade and the difference they are making by caring for God’s creation. Pray for 
joyful celebration services in Chelmsford and Liverpool this week, and that 
everyone who gathers will be encouraged as they give thanks for God’s 
faithfulness and look ahead with hope. 
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I wonder if you have been away this summer or holidayed at home?  

I do not take my break until the very end of August / early 

September.  One of the concepts some of the children I have 

worked with over the years may sometimes find bewildering is that 

God does not live in Church.  He ‘lives’ wherever they are, of course, 

but such an abstract idea can be hard to grasp when you are only 

just beginning to master doing up your buttons and popping on 

your own shoes.  One of the times I find it useful to remind children 

that God goes everywhere with them is over the summer, when they 

may be going on holiday or taking day trips.  You may recall the 

ducks which travelled to some amazing places last summer, 

something which everyone seemed to enjoy!  This year I have 

returned to postcards on which we can all document where we have 

gone over the summer.  When Sunday Seekers return this will 

provide us with an opportunity to revisit the idea of ‘going with 

God’ while hearing all about everyone’s summer adventures. 

After the holiday season, September is a month of change in many 

families – children starting school, moving up to new classes, 

changing school, and leaving home for university.  A time of re-

establishing routines, new beginnings, and fresh starts.  Some 

children take this in their stride but for others September is a time of 

worry and anxiety as they head off in new school uniform, likely too 

big!  I loved my time at school and was always happy to return, even 

if my uniform was stiff and uncomfortable for the first few weeks.  It 

Families at St Mary’s  
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is important not to forget, too, that teachers are returning to their 

classrooms too – classrooms they have highly likely visited over the 

summer to freshen up, re-organise, and restock so that they are all 

ready to deliver lessons they have planned over the summer break.   

Many churches I have been involved in have begun the practice of 

sending children (and teachers!) back to school on a wave of prayer 

for a safe return to the classroom through the blessing of their 

bookbags or backpacks.  This is something we began at St Mary’s 

last year and will do again at our September Family Praise service.  It 

is a way to send our children (and our teachers) off with God’s 

blessing and we will provide them with a small token to carry with 

them back to school / college / university.  Please do join us to mark 

the start of the new school year. 

 

With every blessing,  

Ceri-Anne  
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n 1981 Sylvia, a good friend of mine who lived just 

nearby, moved from Bedford to Sheffield. We 

both liked writing letters and so began what 

turned out to be a correspondence lasting forty-

five years. Sylvia died earlier this Summer.  I didn't 

realise that she had kept most of our letters, all 

nicely filed in folders, and containing lively 

accounts of our lives. 

 

eeing the humorous side of this, in 1998 she sent me the present of a 

book. '800 Years of Women's Letters', edited by Olga Kenyon.   "I 

thought this was appropriate even though we haven't been going for 

800 years!" she said. 

 

t is a fascinating book, divided into sections. Travelling, work, 

childbirth, ageing, housekeeping, politics, friendship; to name a few. 

The collected letters are from all kinds of sources, the famous and the 

less so. Heloise writing to Abelard in the twelfth century, attacks on 

castles in the Wars of the Roses, Charlotte Brontë turning down an 

offer of marriage, housekeeping at Buckingham Palace, Hildegard of 

Bingen and Fay Weldon offering advice.  

 

ylvia and I had lots to share over the years as we went through some 

of the more interesting phases of our lives. Fascinating to read again 

about when I joined Bedford Against Nuclear Dumping in the 1980s, 

protesting down at the Elstow Dump, sitting in the path of Nirex 

lorries. Young and fit in those days!!  

 

Those letter writing days are over for us all. A hurried email is the 

best we do now. No one will write a book about that... Or will they?! 

 

Christine Hunt 

I 

S 

I 

S 
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The Latest News from our CMS 
missionary Heather Johnstone 

 

 

 

 

Dear friends,  

I am pleased to report that my home assignment in the UK at the end of 2025 
was both encouraging and productive. I returned to Tanzania on 14 January 
2026. My departure at the end of October 2025 had been marked by hasty and 
disjointed goodbyes, as the post-election unrest made it impossible to bid 
farewell to the Rehema women properly. To my surprise and delight, they 
transformed that missed farewell into a joyful “welcome home” celebration at 
my house – organised within less than 24 hours of my arrival in Musoma. Though 
I wasn’t sure I was ready for such exuberance after long flights and road travel, 

the day turned out to be a wonderful, 
spirited gathering. The laughter, songs 
and shared meal reminded me of the 
strength of community and the joy of 
reunion.  

Praise/prayer point: Please pray 
that the Lord will continue to 

strengthen the Rehema women in unity, 
joy and resilience.  

We were blessed to have a team of five 
gap year students from the UK support Rehema Café four times a week for 
almost three months from January to April. The team from Christian charity Go 
Make a Difference in Tanzania were lovely and really bonded well with the 
Rehema ladies. They had a lot of fun together and the team were invited to 
share a fabulous meal at our cook’s home on Easter Sunday, which they 
thoroughly enjoyed. We were sad to see them leave on Easter Monday.  

Praise/prayer point: Give thanks for the gap year team’s time in 
Musoma and pray for them as they move on to their next undertakings 

in life.  

On Easter Sunday I worshipped at the Anglican Cathedral in Musoma, which is 
located right next door to Rehema Café. The service was not only a celebration 
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of the resurrection of Jesus Christ but also marked a significant milestone in the 
life of my friend and colleague, Rev Martha Obura as she was installed as canon 
by Bishop George. Martha’s journey is a powerful testimony of resilience, faith 
and God’s grace. Martha is a remarkable woman. At the age of four, she was 
hospitalised with polio, an affliction that left lasting consequences. Her 
education was disrupted and she was advised against marriage, being told she 
would be a burden. Yet Martha’s faith never wavered. She married, raised three 
children, fostered one, and pursued theological studies, eventually becoming 
ordained.  

Praise/prayer point: We praise God for Martha’s installation as canon. 
Pray that her ministry continues to inspire resilience, unity and faith 

within Mothers’ Union and the wider community.  

Another pastor friend of mine, Pastor Nahum, who lives in the village of 
Nyambeshi, asked me to visit him and his elderly mother Margreth at their small, 
rented home last weekend so that we could pray for her health. I suggested that 
Nahum take her to the hospital for an assessment and we would support the 
visit through our Assistance Programme.  

Praise/prayer point: Pray that the Lord would ease Margreth’s pain, 
bring comfort to her body and strengthen her spirit. Lift Nahum, that he 

may have wisdom, patience and strength to care for her lovingly.  

In my last link letter I wrote about Mariam, a young girl who has sickle cell 
anaemia. Mariam has unfortunately been poorly for much of this year, but 
thanks to the generosity of supporters we are able to support her medical 
expenses through our Assistance Programme. Praise the Lord, she was well 
enough to visit us the week before Easter.  

Praise/prayer point: Thanks be to God for aligning us with this family 
enabling them to get this much needed treatment for Mariam. Pray for 

her as she fights this terrible disease.  

My work and residence permits expire on 23 May 2026, and I have started the 
process of applying for a two-year renewal. The application process has been 
beset with technical difficulties, including the Labour and Immigration 
Department’s online portals being down for almost a month, but please do pray 
that these permits are approved without any further problems.  
 

This is an extract from Heather’s latest letter. To read all her latest news go to 

Heather Johnstone 

https://churchmissionsociety.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/Johnstone-32.pdf
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Joy Jones, our missionary 
link member writes: 
When Heather last visited 
us Jona asked if one of 
her ladies would make 
him a new bead band for 
his hat. The photos are of 
Modesta who made it, 
and is also cook at the 
centre and a reluctant 
photo model wearing the 
end result!  

 

 

 

 

The Right Reverend Dr Andrew Paul Rumsey will 

be installed as the next Bishop of St. Albans on 

Saturday 19th September at 2pm in St. Albans 

Cathedral.  His ministry will begin in the autumn.   

 

Follow this link to a video message from Bishop 

Andrew: 

https://www.stalbansdiocese.org/about-us/next-

bishop-of-st-albans/ 

 

Please keep Bishop Andrew in your prayers as he 

settles into his new role in the diocese. 

https://www.stalbansdiocese.org/about-us/next-bishop-of-st-albans/
https://www.stalbansdiocese.org/about-us/next-bishop-of-st-albans/
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50 Years Later 
 

As a Junior Chorister 50 years ago, I had 
earned a light blue ribboned medal, a 
dark blue ribboned medal and a red 
ribboned medal after working my way 
through musical challenges.  
 

Back then, there was a line of Juniors 
attending Friday choir practice, 
Sunday morning and Evensong 
services. We were expected to keep 
quiet in between singing hymns and 
if we even whispered we were 
quietly reminded. I thoroughly 
enjoyed being in the choir with my 
friends.  

 

After bringing up my 
children and spending ten years in 
Stockport, I found myself back in Bedford 
caring for my Dad and supporting my 
Mum. Reattending St Marys and catching 
up with friends I felt a longing to enquire 
about the choir again. With the 
encouragement of choir friends I 
emailed.  
 

I had a very warm welcome from Sarah 
and all the singers. The first practice 
went well. Putting on the gown with 
the help of a choir friend and wearing 

the red ribboned medal I was all set for 
the Sunday service.  

 

The first time I went up the steep stone steps towards the choir loft and sat in 
the wooden pew overlooking the congregation was amazing. I was home. It 
didn’t feel like I had been away at all.  
The organ looked unchanged, quietly majestic and sounded good too!  
 

Thank you, Sarah, for this opportunity. I am so enjoying being a member of St 
Marys Church Choir once again.     Shani Simon   
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Saturday,12th September 
 

www.justgiving.com/page/st-marys-goldington-bike-and-hike-2026 

http://www.justgiving.com/page/st-marys-goldington-bike-and-hike-2026
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Talk of the Tower - visiting Taylor’s of Loughborough, 

the UK’s last bell foundry 
 

Loughborough is probably not a place that springs to mind as a 

tourist destination.  But for bellringers, the town is renowned for 

one thing: producing some of the finest, as well as some of the 

largest, bells in the country. 
 

     
 

Once upon a time, limitations in transport meant that bells would 

have been made very close to the church – often by local or 

visiting craftsmen.  As technology and time progressed, the art 

of making bells became more sophisticated and specialised, so 

that dedicated foundries arose across the country.  Nowadays 

these have all disappeared, with the exception of John Taylor & 

Co. in Loughborough. 
 

     
 

Although none of Goldington’s bells were made by Taylor’s in 

Loughborough, there is still a tangible link with the firm.  Our 

two oldest bells, dating back to 1600, were made Hugh Watts of 

Leicester.  Watts operated a temporary foundry in Bedford at 

that time and after he retired his trade and expertise passed to 

some of his relatives in St Neots.   It was at that foundry that 

the first Taylor served his apprenticeship before founding the 

family firm in Oxford.  In 1839 the company moved permanently 

to Loughborough. 
 

     
 

We had a foundry tour booked in the afternoon, but a few of us 

took the opportunity in the morning to visit Queen’s Park in the 

town centre, where the significance of bells in the town’s 

heritage was amply evident.  Rising above the park is the 152 
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feet tall war memorial, 

probably the most notable 

landmark in Loughborough, 

which contains the 

Loughborough Carillon – a 

set of 47 bells across four 

octaves.  Nearby is the 

smaller and much more 

recent Covid memorial, 

with a five-bell clock chime.  

Last, but certainly not 

least, is the bell casing 

used to cast the largest bell 

ever made in the UK, 

“Great Paul” at St Paul’s 

Cathedral in London, which 

weighs 16.75 tonnes. All of these were complemented by some 

very pleasant flowerbeds in the park making it a lovely place to 

visit. 
 

     
 

After some lunch we made our way to the bell foundry just on 

the other side of the town centre.  We were immediately greeted 

by the sound of swifts overhead and the distinct background roar 

of a furnace at work from within the foundry walls – we’d struck 

lucky as the furnaces are not in use every day!  Inside, the heat 

of the furnace was palpable as we looked down from the viewing 

gantry above the foundry floor. 
 

     
 

The tour began with a brief history before we were led around 

the site to see the various work areas: where the bells were 

cast; where they were stored and worked on; where the various 

Covid Memorial with War Memorial in 

background 
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fittings, such as 

clappers and bell 

wheels, were made 

or assembled; 

where sets of 

handbells were 

produced; and most 

importantly of all, 

where the church 

bells were expertly 

tuned.  This last 

area is what the 

Taylor’s reputation 

was built on as they managed to develop a method to identify 

and tune the various different notes produced within a church 

bell so that they would combine into one harmonious and rich 

sound. 
 

     
 

At the end of the tour, we were just in time to see some actual 

casting take place as molten iron from the furnace was poured 

out and used in moulds to create parts of a new bell frame 

destined for Manchester Cathedral.  The visit was rounded off 

with a quick ring on the set of bells on site. 
 

     
 

If you’d like to see more from our visit, then now would be a 

great time for me to mention that we have recently started a 

new Facebook page for the bells and bellringing at St Marys.  

Just head to https://www.facebook.com/goldingtonbells to see 

photos and videos from our visit - and if you would also take a 

moment to follow the page then that would be very much 

appreciated! 

Andrew Dennison 

Andrew and Paul 

https://www.facebook.com/goldingtonbells
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Get Ready for ALPHA – new course starts on 

Tuesday, 8th September 

 

N L S T M A R Y S I F 

S O S A L P H A C T R 

E E I N L E A R H Y E 

P I H S D N E I R F E 

T R N N I Y U E I N M 

E D E V A V V L S H O 

M C U R I O S I T Y C 

B R P S C T T I I A L 

E J E S U S A N A D E 

R E I X P F L T N D W 

O D I S C U S S I O N 

R S Y A D S E U T O E 

L A U G H T E R Y F N 

 

ALPHA DISCUSSION FRIENDSHIP LIFE ST MARYS 

CHRISTIANITY FAITH INVITATION PRAYER VISION 

CURIOSITY FOOD JESUS TUESDAYS WELCOME 

DISCOVERY FREE LAUGHTER SEPTEMBER  
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Your PCC has agreed to endorse the #FreeToFeed campaign, 
supporting a mother’s right to breastfeed when in Church or in the Hall. 
We will: 
• Respect a breastfeeding mother’s legal right under the Equality Act 2010, 

to breastfeed in a public place without being discriminated against, which 
includes not being asked to move or cover up.  

• Provide a clean and comfortable environment in which to breastfeed.   
• Respond sensitively and support mothers if inappropriate comments are 

made about breastfeeding and/or pumping. 
• At events such as Warm Spaces, Family Drop In, or after service coffee, 

we will offer to bring food and drinks to a mother’s table so that feeding 
does not have to be interrupted 

• Offer to help a mother who is breastfeeding or pumping to follow the 
service.  You could turn service book pages for them, hold their hymn 
book, offer them a glass of water, or ask a duty warden about bringing 
communion to them in their seat if they would like. 
 

We recognize that it is unsanitary and therefore not appropriate to ask a 
breastfeeding mother to feed their baby or pump in the toilet under any 
circumstances. 

 

Background 
Breastfeeding is the most effective and natural way to feed a baby, with 
much evidence to support its health benefits for both mother and infant.  
The World Health organization recommends breastfeeding for up to two 
years and beyond to maximise the health benefits for both mother and baby. 

Since 2010, it has been illegal to discriminate against a breastfeeding 
mother for either breastfeeding or pumping breastmilk in public.   

St Mary’s has joined forces with the NHS and local authority to promote the 
church and the church hall as a space where women are #FreeToFeed.   
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St Mary’s has joined forces with the NHS and local authority to promote the 
church and the church hall as a space where women are #FreeToFeed.   

This formalises something which has been happening anyway within our 
services, family groups and warm spaces and helps everyone understand 
how as a congregation we might be most supportive of mothers.   

Frequently Asked Questions: 
What is ‘pumping’? 

Pumping breast milk involves removing milk from the breast either with a 
breast pump or by hand.  This milk can then be stored and fed to the baby 
later.   
What should I do if I am embarrassed? 

We understand this might be the case. Rest assured most breastfeeding 
mothers are very adept at feeding discretely – you may not even notice!  If 
you are very uncomfortable you could congratulate her on feeding her baby 
and kindly offer to give them some privacy and move away quietly.  Please 
don’t ask her to move, stop, cover up, or express frustration or disgust. 
If a feeding mother needs some help during a service what can I do? 

Either quietly see what they need and help if you can, or speak with the duty 
warden or the Family and Children’s Minister who will be happy to assist. 
 
If you want to know more about the contents of this document, please speak 
to Ceri-Anne Ashby, Family and Children’s Minister, or email 
families@stmarysgoldington.uk 

St Mary’s Harvest Lunch and Services 
 

Saturday, October 3rd 
Bring and share Harvest lunch (Details to follow) 

 

Sunday, October 4th 
8.00 am Morning Prayer (Traditional Language) 

9.30 am Harvest Holy Communion 
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CALENDAR, SEPTEMBER 2026 
 

 

Tuesday 1 Giles of Provence, Hermit, ca 710 
 

Wednesday 2 The Martyrs of Papua New Guinea, 1901 & 1942 
 

Thursday 3 Gregory the Great, Bishop of Rome, Teacher of the Faith, 604 
 

Friday 4 Birinius, Bishop of Dorchester (Oxon), Apostle of Wessex, 650 
 

Sunday 6 FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY (Proper 18) 
 

Tuesday 8 Birth of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
 

Wednesday 9 Charles Fuge Lowder, Priest 1880 
 

Sunday 13 FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY (Proper 19)   

 

Monday 14 HOLY CROSS DAY  
 

Tuesday  15 Cyprian, Bishop [ of Carthage, Martyr, 258 
 

Wednesday  16 Ninian, Bishop of Galloway, Apostle of the Picts, ca 432 
 

  Edward Bouverie Pusey, Priest, Tractarian, 1882 
 

Thursday 17 Hildegard, Abbess of Bingen, Visionary, 1179 
 

Saturday 19 Theodore of Tarsus, Archbishop of Canterbury, 690 
 

Sunday 20 SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY (Proper 20) 

   

Monday 21 MATTHEW, APOSTLE AND EVANGELIST 
 

Wednesday 23 Ember Day 

  

Friday 25 Lancelot Andrewes, Bishop of Winchester,  
  Spiritual Writer, 1626 
 

  Ember Day 
 

  Sergei of Radonezh, Russian Monastic Reformer, Teacher, 1392 

   

Saturday 26 Ember Day  
 

  Wilson Carlile, Founder of the Church Army, 1942  
 

Sunday 27 SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY (Proper 21) 
 

Tuesday 29 MICHAEL AND ALL ANGELS 
   

Wednesday 30 Jerome, Translator of the Scriptures, Teacher, 420 
 

 

“Those who love God open themselves entirely to Him. They ask 
Him to enter their senses, their souls, and their minds. They receive 
Him with joy; they embrace him with every thought and feeling; 
they want to perceive Him with all their senses.” 

Hildegard of Bingen 
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This Month we are asked to remember the following groups and parishes of  

St Alban's diocese in our prayers 
 

Tuesday 01   Cathedral Education Centre  
Wednesday 02   Those exploring Lay and Ordained ministry  
Thursday 03   Luton, All Saints with St Peter 
Friday 04   Luton, St Andrew (Luton)  
Saturday 05   Luton, St Anne with St Christopher (Luton)  
Sunday 06  Luton, St Augustine, Limbury (Luton) 
Monday 07   Luton, St Francis (Luton)  
Tuesday 08   Luton, St Hugh, Lewsey (Luton)  
Wednesday 09   Luton, St Paul (Luton)  
Thursday 10   Luton, St Saviour (Luton)  
Friday 11   Marsh Farm (Luton)  
Saturday 12   Stopsley, St Thomas (Luton)  
Sunday 13  Streatley (Luton)  
Monday 14   Sundon (Luton)  
Tuesday 15   Woodside, St Andrew (Luton)  
Wednesday 16   Bovingdon (Rickmansworth)  
Thursday 17   Chipperfield (Rickmansworth)  
Friday 18   Chorleywood, Christ Church (Rickmansworth)  
Saturday 19   Chorleywood, St Andrew (Rickmansworth)  
Sunday 20   Croxley Green, All Saints (Rickmansworth)  
Monday 21   St Matthew, Croxley Green, St Oswald (Rickmansworth)  
Tuesday 22   Mill End and Heronsgate with West Hyde (Rickmansworth)  
Wednesday 23   Rickmansworth (Rickmansworth)  
Thursday 24  Sarratt (Rickmansworth)  
Friday 25   Bletsoe (Sharnbrook)  
Saturday 26   Bolnhurst (Sharnbrook)  
Sunday 27  Bromham (Sharnbrook)  
Monday 28   Carlton with Chellington (Sharnbrook)  
Tuesday 29   St Michael and All Angels, Clapham (Sharnbrook)  
Wednesday 30   Colmworth (Sharnbrook)  
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Parochial Church Council Leads 

 Finance: Jeff Alino-Abbott   07908 218469 
 Pastoral coordinator: Susan Lane   07506 199630 
 Property:  Colin Last    01234 356261   

  

Music at St Mary’s 

 Organist: Vacant 
 Choir: Sarah Collinson   01234 262123 
 Praise is Rising: Tanya Fearon 
 Taizé: 
 First Sunday Music: Helen Nightingale  

Bellringers   

 Tower Captain: Andrew Dennison   07780 942213 

Church Services 

 Altar Servers:  Vacant     
 Sunday Seekers:  Ceri-Anne Ashby   07872 052175 
 Flowers: Sally Gilbert   01234 266552 

Intercessions:  Tim Hern     01234 317847 
Lesson Readers:  Mary Cope    01234 343283 

 Messy Church: Cathy Sanderson   07870 679699 
Sacristans:  Vacant 

 Signing Group:  Sue Lennon   01234 407298 
 Verger:  Antony Collinson    01234 262123 

Social Groups 

 Catering Team: D Kirby & S Barker   01234 266425 
 Indoor Bowls:  Dorothy Kirby   01234 266425 

Ladies’ Breakfast:  Chris Graham    01234 213501 

Men’s Breakfast:  Michael Barker    
  Russell Bloom   01234 310051 
Knit & Natter: Elaine Abraham   01234 301181 
Walking Group: Richard Kirby   01234 266425 
Warm Spaces: Myra Powell 

Other useful Contacts 

Archivist:  Sarah Collinson    01234 262123 
Beavers:  David Batten   07523 215187 
Children’s Society: Christine Chapman   01234 342724 
Christian Aid: Wendy Watmough 
Church Library:  Susan Lane   07506 199630  

Dwell Well: Debbie Richardson 
Eco Church: Colin Last    01234 356261 
Facebook: Debbie Richardson 
First Aid: Kate Groves   07814 264869 
North Bedford Churches Together: Colin Last   01234 356261 
Guides:       07708 954462 
Planned Giving: Richard Kirby   01234 266425 

  

 
 
 

  

ST MARY’S DIRECTORY 
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Editorial Team:  Sarah Collinson  Mary Everitt 

    Christopher Hjelt Susan Lane 
 

Proofreading:  Shelly Dennison     
 

Printing/Production: Chris Hjelt, Debbie Richardson 
 

Please note that the deadline for articles to be included in the  

October issue is Sunday, 6th September.  

The deadline for the November issue is Sunday, 4th October. 
 

Articles should be sent by e-mail to parishandpeople@gmail.com  

or submitted to one of the Editorial Team on a memory stick 

accompanied by hard copy if possible.  

Hand-written items are also accepted. 

REGULAR SERVICES AT ST. MARY’S 

 

SUNDAYS 

 

First Sunday of the month  

 8.00 am Holy Communion (Said) 

  

 9.30 am  Family Praise  
 

  
 
 

Second Sunday of the month 

 9.30 am Parish Communion  

  with Prayers for Wholeness and Healing  

  (Common Worship)  
 

 5.00 pm Praise is Rising  
 

Third, Fourth and Fifth Sundays of the month 

 9.30 am Parish Communion (Common Worship)  
   
  
WEEKDAYS 
  

 

Every Wednesday 

 10.00 am Holy Communion (Said) 
 

 

 

www.stmarygoldington.org.uk 

 

 

 

www.stmarygoldington.org.uk 


